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A number of ecumenical conferences have been held during the course 
of the summer. We give below an account of the most important ones - those 
arranged by the Continuation Committee of Faith and Order, by the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches, of three conferences held at the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, by the World Council of Christian Education, 
the International Missionary Council, the World's Y.W.C.A., the World 
Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s, the World's Student Christian Federation, the World 
Baptist Alliance and the Congregational Churches, 


Meeting of the Faith and Order Continuation Committee 


The first post-war meeting of the Faith and Order Continuation Com- 
mittee appointed by the Edinburgh Conference in 1937 has been held at Clarens, 
Switzerland, from August 27 to September 1, 1947. Fifty delegates were 
present as well as a youth delegation. 


This Committee met last on the eve of war in 1939, At the meeting, 
it heard of the plans for the work of the three theological commissions. In 
all three cases, war put m end to their activity so far as Europe was con- 
cerned, though a great deal continued to be done by the American Committee. 


The Commission on The Church was the furthest advanced in 1939 and 
an excellent report on "The Nature of the Church" was published by the 
American Committee in 1945, Now a widely representative group under the 
chairmanship of Dr Newton Flew (England), is preparing four volumes: 1) The 
Biblical doctrine of the Church; 2) The idea ef the Church in the history of 
Christian thought; 3) A series of statements from the main confessional tra- 
ditions of the views they hold; 4) A systematic attempt at a synthesis of 
the various views. 


The Commission en Ways of Worship held its first meeting last January 
under its new chairman, Prof, van der Leeuw of Holland. In his report, the 
chairman described the purpose of the Commission - to promote mutual under-~ 
standing by a study of the ways of worship used amng Christians - and mention- 
€d some provisional deductions to be drawn from the material already available, | 
The most striking fact is the wiversality of the renewed interest in liturgic- 
al worship today, even in the traditions commonly supposed to be non-liturgic- 
al. ji 
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The Commission on Intercommunion had net been able to meet until 
(like the other two Commissions) it held a meeting at Clarens immediately 
prior to the Committee. But under the chairmanship of Dr Donald Baillie of 
St Andrews (Scotland), it has rapidly mapped out an interesting programme, 
It inherists two factual reports on the existing rules and practices of the 
Churches regarding intercommunion, one from America, the other covering parts 
of Kurope and the Dominions accessible to correspondence during the war. When 
this statistical evidence is complete, the Commission will collect representa- 
tive and authoritative essays on the theological basis of the practices re- 
garding intercommunion in varieus Churches, 


The business sessions of the Sommittee were chiefly devoted to a dis- 
cussion of the position which Faith and Order will occupy when it becomes a 
Commission within the World Council of Churches. The Committee emphasised 
that Faith and Order hes a tvrofold task, both aspects equally important: 


The first ask is to continue to make a thorough study of these dif-- 
ferences in the faith end order of the Churches which are obstacles to their 
full unity, and of the possible ways to overcome these diffcrences. This task 
must be carried out through the work of theological commissions composed of 
specialists appointed by the Commission who will prepare carefully the material 
to be submitted to the World Conference on Faith and Order, 


The second task is to proclaim the essential oneness of the Church of 
Christ and the obligation of the Churches to manifest that unity, so that the 
Churches may not only cooperate together but live together as members of the 
one Body of Christ. This task implies that through the spoken and the 
written word the challenge of unity should be kept constantly before the 
Churches, and that they should be kept fully informed concerning all develop- 
ments relating to the union of Churches in all parts of the world. 


The Continuation Committee considers that in order to perform these 
two functions it is necessary to have a secretariat or department which should 
contain at least one member, being member of the World Council staff and 
giving full time to Faith and Order, The functions of the secretariat or 
department, under the direction of the Comaission on Faith end Order, will be: 
(a) to assist and to coordinate the work of the Faith and Order theological 
commissions; (b) to keep the challenge of Christian unity before the 
Churches and the World Council; (c) to follow al developments in the matter 
of the union of Churches in order to keep all the Churches informed of these 
developments; (d) to coordinate the work of Faith and Order with the work 
of the various departments of the World Council. 


From the 1948 Assembly onwards the World Council's Faith and Order 
Commission shall charge its department or secretariat to continue the programme 
of studies as at present authorised, with such additional subjects as may be 
decided upon by the Commission, appointing for this purpose special theologic- 
al commissions. When in the judgment of the Faith and Order Commission these 
Studies have reached the point where they are ready for consideration by the 
Churches, the Faith and Order Commission shall ask the World Council to 
invite the Churches to send ehosen representatives to a World Conference on 
Faith and Order, the sessions of which shall be devoted to the discussion of 
these subjects. The date and place will be decided by the World Council 
Assembly or by its Central Committee and the invitations will be issued in 
the name of the World Council, The work of the Department shall be carried on 
under the direction of the Commission on Faith and Order and its Executive 
Committee in cooperation and consultation with the Study Department of the 
AAT Acwin wed re Ee eg Ys Gia 
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Conference of the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches 


The conference held at Lund, Sweden, from August 2-8, 1947 was the 
first world conference called by the Youth Department of the World Council of 
Churches, acting in association with the World Council of Christian Education, 
Nearly all the 120 delegates : leading young people and youth executives from 
43 nations and all five Continents came on from Uslo, where the World Christ- 
ian Youth Conference had just been held (see E.P.S. No.30) and that common 
experience was the background of the conference. 


The first days were spent in giving delegates information about the 
work of the World Council of Churches and the World'Council of Christian 
Education and in sharing impressions of the Oslo Conference, The opportunity 
was seized to question Dr Visser 't Hooft personally on all aspects of the 
Council's work and policy, and showed the serious interest of young people in 
the World Council and the ecumenical movement. 


The provisional committee of the Youth Department which has been in 
being for a year took this renresentative conference fully into consultation 
as to the programue and development of the Department's work. Careful plans 
were worked out for a committee to be appointed at the Assembly in 1°45, in 
which young people under 35 years of age would be in the majority and which 
would correspond in structure as nearly as possible to the World Council, A 
programme was draim up for the participation of 100 young people in the 
Amsterdam Assembly and a policy worked out to encourage the largest possible 
measure of participation by young people themselves in the formulation and 
direction of activities at the local, national, regional and world levels. 
D.T. Niles of Ceylon was elected co-chairman. 


The conference emphasised the necessity of close collaboration with 
other international Christian youth movements both in relation to the committee 
itself, by cooperation in a World Christian Youth Commission and as far as 
possible on the national level. In particular an agreement was worked out 
with the World'’Council of Christian Education for a wited policy in youth 
work, Plans were set forward for a study of Church youth work throughout the 
world to be undertaken by a joint IMC/WCC/WCCE Commission; and reconstruction 
and development schemes outlined for both Europe and the Hast, involving close 
relations with the Reconstruction Department of the World Council. 


Reports which will be the basis of further study cane from Commis- 
sions on the evangelism of youth in industry, rural areas, secular orgmisa- 
tions and high school college and further Commissions discussed the value for 
evangelism of radio, drama and visual aids, camps and conferences, special 
campaigns, youth publications and the training of laymen. The decision to 
publish a Youth Department News Sheet will make possible continued interchange 
of experience in these fields. 


The conference continued the Oslo practice of worship according to 
different traditions. Yn Sunday delegates went to the Cathedral and joined in 
morning worship and in the evening held the service of Compline according to 
the Lutheran rite, On subsequent evenings, services led by members of the 
Russian Orthodox, Swiss Reformed and English Presbyterian Churches were held 
in the 15th century monastery church, E.P.o. Geneva 
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August _at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey 


There has been a great deal going on at the Ecumenical Institute at 
Bossey this summer. During August three widely differing groups rapidly 
succecded one another, all equally lively: teachers, evangelists, doctors. 
Although the second group was dealing explicitly with the subject of evangel- 
ism, the desire to witness to the Christian faith in the world today was no 
less striking in the other two groups. From this point of view the con- 
vergence of interests was striking. On the other hand the ways of approach 
differed considerably, and this may be one of the most interesting lessons 
of the summer, 


The Educational Conference was attended by about thirty men and 
women, all of whom were specialists in education, most of them being the 
heads of colleges or high schools coming from seven countries on the Con- 
tinent of Kurope, and from Great Britain and the United States. Recognising 
the repercussions of the moral chaos now prevalent among young people, this 
group tried to define the responsibilities of those engaged in cducation. 
They stressed the necessity for closer cooperation between the Church, the 
school and the parents and all who carry influence with young people. They 
discussed the educational reforms at present being carried out in meny coun.- 
tries and agreed that the problems were very similar in them all. They trica 
to define the Biblical foundation, the conception of man which ought to form 
the basis of a Christian education. hey insisted that the Christian teacher 
is called to bear witness in an widenominational (or secular) state school, 
both among his pupils and among his colleagues. They adopted a series of 
resolutions addressed to the heads of Churches and to members of the teach- 
ing profession. They finally expressed the wish that a similar conference 
should be held in August 1948 with a more world-wide representation, 


The second group, on Evangelism, was mainly composed of pastors; 
there were representatives from Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, Switzerland, 
and for a few hours two delegates from the Argentine. For many cof the part- 
icipants this was their first contact with pastors from other cowmtries after 
long years of isolation, and the spiritual and human value of such contact 
is inestimable. It was possible to lay the foundations for future collabora- 
tion: the exchange of publications, the study of certain questicns such as 
the regular training of evangelists, and the possibility of "lending" pastors 
to certain countries for a given period, so that the pastors in those coun- 
tries can devote themselves during that time to mission campaigns in places 
where Protestantism is still little known but where the doors are wide open 
to receive it todg. 


The third group consisted of doctors from nine countries, including 
the outher fringes of Hurope (Finland and Greece), There were specialists in 
very varied branches of medicine, doctors with different faiths and tradi- 
tions, but all were united on one consideration: that the art of medicine 
should take serious account of the unity of the personality in its threefold 
expression - physical, psychic and spiritual. The personality around whom 
this group crystallised was Dr Tournier and his "Médecine de la Personne". 
This conference was also regarded by the organisers only as a first stage, 
and plans were worked out to continue studying the questions which had been 
opened up, and to extend the movement to other countries. The wish was ex- 
pressed that other conferences should be arranged at which doctors and theo- 
logians could study together the Christian foundations of medical vocation 
and practice. E.P.S. Geneva 
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Conference of the World Council of Christian 
Education 


The World's Sunday School Association held its first post-war Couneil 
at Westhill, Selly O&, Birmingham, from August 18-22 with Council members or 
visitors present from 53 nations, including a strong delegation from Latin 
America, The Chairman of the Council Dr Luther A. Weigle, Dean of the Divine 
School at Yale University, presided. 


Brief and vivid reports were heard from all parts of the world. Dr 
Kelly, General Sécretary of the British Section, spoke of Reconstruction in 
Europe and laid special stress on the Churches' responsibility for the evan- 
gelism of the Jewish world and of Islam. Dr Knapp, General Secretary of the 
North American Section, in surveying the past achievements and future plans 
of the Association claimed that the W.S.S.A. was one of the oldest ecumenical 
movenents, dating back to 1889 and outlined an ecumenical policy for the 
future to include geographical expansion, greater service to Orthodox Churches 
and close cooperation with the World Council of Churches. 


Four decisions of major importance were taken: 


1) The name of the Association was changed to World Council of Christian 
Education (incorporating the World's Sunday School Association) thus follow- 
ing a line of development which has already taken place in many countries. 


2) A department of visual aids was established under the chairmanship of Mr, 
J. Arthur hank, with secretaries to be apointed in New York, London and 
Geneva, This department would be concerned with the collection and dissemina- 
tion of information about religious films with guidance about the use of 

films and filnstrips in Christian education and with the appraisal of films. 
Mr. Rank insisted that the Churches should prepare themselves to take full 
advantage of the development of television, 


3) The proposal was accepted that youth work be developed in close collabora- 
tion with the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches thus provid- 
ing a united programme for young people in the Churches throughout the world. 


4) The next world convention is to be held in North America sometime in 1950. 
BeP.S. Geneva 


Conference of the International Missionary Council 


Now that the enlarged meeting of the Committee of the International 
Missionary Council, held at Whitby, Canada, in July (see E.P.S.No. 30) is over 
a backward look reveals many interesting and inspiring facts. In 1928, the 
Jerusalem Conference issued a powerful warning against secularism; in 1938, 
the Madras Conference put its strongest emphasis on the place of the Church; 
in 1947, the Whitby meeting showed the Church as having been sorely tested 
but not found lacking in its struggle against secularism and totalitarianism, 


The Conference Stands for Expectant Evangelism.- In Section I, 
reports and discussion concerning conditions of State and Church in 16 areas 
of the world revealed many factors in common. Everywhere there seems to be a 
continuing general revolution, This gives urgency to the missionary task of 
world evangelism - a tremendous task both quantitatively and qualitatively. 


In Section II, basic consideration was given to the "Message", dealing 
specifically with "The Given Word", "The Articulate Word", and "The Dynamic 
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Word", To try to sum up the theological discussion which ensued in the various 
sessions is well-nigh impossible, but these points did emerge as facts of God- 
in-history, particularly as revealed through Jesus Christ: (1) Expression 
must he made in suitable words, symbols, ceremonies, and through modern 
techniques, (2) The Gospel message must be evident in a spiritual felleawship 
- the Church - and in corporate life which emphasised the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. (3) There must be actual examplification of the Gospel teachings in 
home and comaunity life so that men may see for themselves that Christianity 
really matters, (4) Evangelism must demonstrate: proclamation in love; 
teaching that is on fire; and theology that speaks to the men of this genera- 
tion in the language of today. As a result of popular demand, there were 
special sessions to discuss Coimmunisin, Roman Catholicism, and Mohammedmism,. 
An informal group also met to consider the terms of the proposed Bill of 
Rights. of the United Nations. Commission on Human Rights and Fundamental Free- 
doms, with particular attention to the right of the individual "to practice 
his religion in private and in public, to propagate or to change his religion 
according to the dictates of his own conscience". 


Section III dealt with the partnership of the Older and Younger 
Churches in evangelism and resulted in a strong and valuable report which will 
influence missionary thinking from decades to come. One statement mide by Dr 
John 4, Mackay, President of Princeton Theological Seminary, is particularly 
pertinent: "The whole Church must brace itself to face the frontier in daring 
missionary service", And right in line with this the primary function of the 
Council was set forth as being "the active encouragement of an expectant 
evangelism." 


New Members of the International Missionary Council.- The following 
two councils were admitted into the membership of the International Missionary 
Council by official action of the Committee: Nationd Christian Council of 
Ceylon, and the Association of the Evangelical Churches of Puerto Rico. 


Secretariat.- As from Jmuary 1, 1948, the secretariat will be as 
follows: General Secretary, Rev. C.W. Ranson; secretaries, Dr JW. Decker, 
New York, and Rev. N. Goodall, London; assistant secretaries, Dr L.S. 
Albright, New York, and Miss B.D, Gibson and Miss D.H. Standley, London. 

HeP.o. Geneva 


World's Y.W.C.A. Conference at Wendelsberg 


After the World Christian Youth Conference held in Oslo 155 delegates 
of the Y.W.C.A. (almost the total Y.W.C.A. representation there) went on to 
Wendelsberg, Sweden. The purpose of this meeting was to enable delegates to 
clarify their ideas and impressions of Oslo, and to seek together ways of en- 
suring that that message reached fully into the membership of the Y.W.C.A. 
throughout the world, 


"Various questions arose", writes the "World's Y.W.C.A, Monthly" 
(September 1947), "which it was felt needed study, by membership and leaders, 
nationally and internationally. Among these were: How can the religious 
character of the Association be strengthened, particularly in those situations 
where this is especially difficult? What new methods can be used to interest 
‘youth in religious issues and in world affairs? In view of the experience of 
bible study at Oslo, what can be done to enable others to be gripped by the 
relevance of the Bible to life today? What means can be used of 'building 
ecumenical bridges'? How can a greater synthesis be brought about between 
training in social service, group methods and religious education? 
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"Two questions of relationships took an important place in discussions 
and on the closing day delegates asked that a message be sent to the World's 
Council Meeting expressing their concern that further study be given and early 
action taken in both areas, The first was in relation to cooperation between 
the World Christian organisations working with youth and the second relation- 
ships with world secular youth organisations such as the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth, 


Regarding the former, the conference was in favour of the setting up 
of the proposed World Christian Youth Commission, and emphasised their desire 
that the youth participation in such a body be a reality and that the number 
of older participants be very strictly limited. Regarding relationships with 
secular youth organisations, there was general agreement that the above pro- 
posed Commission should study this subject and that in addition the World's 
Y.WeC.A. Council should continue their study of relationships with the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth," EsPeoe Geneve 


World's Committee of the Alliance of Y.M.C.A.8s 


"The war-time service of the Y.M.C.A. to men in the armed forces, to 
prisoners of war, to civilian youth, on both sides of the recent conflitc, is 
yielding an overwhelming harvest of interest and expectation in many nations", 
said the paper prepared for the World's Committce of the Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s 
when 200 leaders from over 60 nations met in Edinburgh to plan for the new 
opportunities among young men in many lands. At this postponed centenary of 
the movement in England (begun in 1844) John R. Mott was apfointed Life Pre- 
sident, and was succeeded as President by John Forrester-Paton of Scotland. 
Tracy Strong was reappointed General Secretary, with wu o Cedergren as 
Associate General Secretary. Plans were approved for continuing the work on 
behalf of prisoners of war and on behalf of Displaced Persons and refugeus, 
tin cooperation with the World's Y.W.C.A. and in close relation with the 
Churches and the agencies', Widespread plans for reconstruction and for ex- 
tension, particularly in Africa, were made and entrusted for working out to a 
combined Extension and post-war Reconstruction Committee. Cooperation with 
the World Council of Churches in its different Departments was envisaged. 

Belvo. Geneve. 


Conference of the World's Student Christian Federation 


The World's Student Christian Federation held its Summer Conference at 
Lundsberg School, Sweden, from August 1-9, In peaceful and beautiful surround- 
ings over 200 students from more than 40 countries prayed, thought and talked 
together about Christian witness in the University and the world today. 

General addresses were given on the theme: "The Vocation of the Christian 
Student", but most of the work of the Conference was done in small groups and 
commissions. Bible study on the Epistle to the Philippians was held in groups 
of six, each member of the group being specially prepared to lead the discus- 
sion on one day. The great amount of work spent in this preparation was amply 
justified by the results. Despite the difficulties which many students ex- 
perience about Bible study, it can probably be said that in international 
student Christian meetings, Bible study is better done than general discussion. 


The great majority of the delegates at Lundsberg had already attended 
the Oslo Conference, and perhaps the chief functions of Lundsberg was to allow 
them to think through the bewildering mass of impressions which Oslo had 
brought them. For many of them, the process of understanding what Oslo had 
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Another significant feature of the Conference was the fact that the 
small groups and commissions took their work seriously and helped to forward 
the thinking of the World's Student Christian Federation as a whole. This 
was particularly true in connection with the study which the Federation is 
making regarding the political responsibility of students, the question of 
ecumenism, the improvement in the quality of Bible study and the development 
of student Christian work in Asia, 


Last but not least the Lundsberg Conference helped many students to 
see the connection between the Lordship of Christ in the great concerns of 
society in our generation, and His Lordship in their own personal lives, 
The tension between personal faith and Christian concern for the world with 
all its baffling problems is a very real one for many students today. More 
than any other post-war Federation meeting, Lundsberg succeeded in helping 
students to a fuller and more integrated apprehension of the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ for their whole lives. E.P.o. Geneva 


Congress of the Baptist World Alliance 


Five thousand Baptists from over 40 different nations attended the 
7th Baptist World Alliance Congress held in Copenhagen, Denmark, from July 29 
to August 3, 1947, under the slogan : "Every Baptist a Missionary", The Ccn- 
egress was welcomed by the Prime Minister Knud Kristensen, the Lord Mayor of 
Copenhagen, as well as by the Primate of the Lutheran Church of Denmark, 
Bishop Fuglseng Damgaard, who stressed the need for "all Christians to be 
united in Christ". Dr C. Oscar Johnson of St Louis (U.S.A.) was elected 
President of the Alliance. The headquarters of the Alliance will be located 
in Washington, although there will be an office in London. 


A manifesto calling on Baptists to promote religious freedom was 
adopted by the Alliance. "We maintain", tne manifesto said, "that it is most 
difficult to have establishment and religious liberty at the same time, We 
believe that the Church should be separated from the State just as much as 
the State should be separated from the Church, No Church should be given 
special privileges by the State nor should any Church seek such." The mani- 
festo declared that as loyal citizens, Baptists have specific duties to the 
State, but added that as Christians, "we must, when any conflict arises be- 
tween the State and our religious convictions, place the Will of God before 
the dictates and decrees of men." 


Rec. Henry Cook was asked to speak on the World Council of Churches. 
He made a powerful plea for cooperation with other Churches in the evangelist- 
ic task of the Church. For his part Dr M.E. Dodd, a leader in the Southern 
Baptist Convention (U.S.A.) was moved to a vigorous exposition of the South- 
ern Baptist case for remaining aloof from the World Council. "The Constitu- 
tion of the Alliance", writes the "Christian World", "clearly asserts that it 
‘may in no way interfere with the independance of the Churches or assume the 
administrative functions of existing organisations'. Dr C.J. Tinsley, intcrim 
President, ruled that inasmuch as the invitations to join the World Council 
were sent to individuel Churches the Alliance as such was not ealled upon to 
deal with the issues raised. For the time being Baptists will remain divid- 
ed on this issue." BP... Geneva 
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Meeting of the International Congregational Council 


Thirty-seven delegates from 14 countries, representing more than two 
million members of Congregational Churches, met in Bournemouth, England, from 
July 28-August 2, as a planning Committee for the International Congregational 
Council. it is expected that the permanent office of the Council will be 
established in London in May 1948, } 


A scroll was sent by the Committee to the newly formed United Church 
of South India, conveying the prayers and greetings of the Congregational | 
Churches for this most recent venture in Christian unity. The Committee also 
prepared a message to be sent to the World Council of Churches bearing good 
wishes for the success of the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948, and pleading the 
whole-hearted support of Congregational Churches for the establishment of a 
World Council of Churches. The message says: 


"... The new status which the World Council is expected to assume after 
Amsterdam, as the permanent, fully-recognised organ of the participating 
churches, is one to which we give our hearty approval... We value the World 
Council as the common fellowship where we may confer, under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, with other Churches or’many varying traditions sharing one 
faith in the same Lord, With them we press on toward the goul of a Church 
closer to our Lord's requirements in this tremendous age. It is a matter of 
special joy to us, that at this historic Amsterdam Assembly the Younger 
Churches ave to assume equal status with the older Churches through the 
closer asscciation of the World Council with the International Missionary 
Council. 


"Wie rejoice that the Amsterdam Assembly has chosen for its theme such 
@ vital, world-embracing subject as 'Man's Disorder and God's Design’. To 
the preparatory studies for the Assembly we hope to bring some characteristic 
contributions, by thinking along parallel lines. In common with other 
Churches we have a profound conviction of the Universal Church in God's Design. 
As for the basic studies you are pursuing on the application of the Bible to 
social and political qiestions, we are glad to share in that enterprise too. 
We are humbly grateful that we seem to be having a Biblical renewal of our own. 


We are glad that at the recent Buck Hill Falls meeting, you decided 
to make two great emphases run through all the Amsterdam preparations: The 
renewal of the Church, and the universality of the Church. ‘his, we are sure, 
is the richt order of emphasis. We guard the liberties of our Churches, for 
we wish nothing to impede the freedom’ of the Spirit to renew the life of local 
churches or groups of churches, But we are deeply convinced that the true 
Church is one and universal, and must make her wnity manifest in visible forms, 
We love the fellowship of other Christians as much as we love our freedom, 
Call upon us, now or hereafter, to serve the cause of the Una Sancta through- 
out the world, and we hope we shall not be slow to respond." E.P.S. Geneva 


INDONESIA A Christian Appeal Concerning the Armed Conflict 
rr LL LLL 


A group of Dutch workers in Chureh and mission (including the Mission 
Consuls) or people feeling closely connected with them in Batavia, issued on 
August 1, 1947 a Declaration and an Appeal regarding the Armed Conflict in. 
Indonesia, The conflit, “officially described on the Netherlands and the 
Netherlands Indies side as a 'police action to ensure justice and safety' is 
regarded by countless Indonesians, among whom many Christians, with even more 
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"On the one hand", says the appeal, "we should like to say that we are 
well aware of the difficulties with which the Netherlands (N.Indies) Govern- 
ment had to contend when they tried to reach an agreement by peaceful means. 
We are convinced that obstinacy, impotence and false propaganda on the part 
of ai mia Republic were partly responsible for the outbreak of this 
conflict. 


On the other hand, we require from the Dutch people an understanding 
of the reasons way the Indonesian Republic hesitated to accept and carry out 
the Linggadjati Agreement - a hesitation which eventually led to a refusal in 
part of the proposals and ultimatum of the Netherlands (N.Indies) Government, 
and to this armed conflict... 


We feel this state of affairs to be the fault of the péople of the 
Netherlands, and not in the last place of us, Dutch Christians, whose words 
and actions day by duy show, in our considered opinion, such a lack of under- 
standing of the magnitude and depth of the chenges which are taking place in 
the relationship between East and West, that they - undoubtedly partly in- 
voluntarily, but just as certainlym partly deliberately - form a welcome 
support for the strong tendency to reestablish in as complete a form as 
possible the pre-war dominating position of the Netherlands snd the Dutch in 
Indonesia," 


The declaration expresses the anxiety caused by the recourse to arms, 
which is threatening to antagonise the peoples of Holland and Indonesia for 
ever. The only means of solving the problems in a way satisfactory to both 
parties is through cooperation, which is voluntarily accepted by both. 


"We know't, concludes the statement, "that our country and our nation 
and each one of us personally, stand and will come to stand before God's 
judgment, responsible for cvery thought, word and deed, also in connection 
with Indonesia, that God has set this as 1 test for us, - and we cannot face 
His judgment. 


Therefore we pray that He may have mercy on our country and our nation, 
and Indonesia, grant wisdom to those who are in responsible positions... that 
He may free us from the national and personal sins of dogmatism and pride, 
from obstinacy and materialism, and show us the way we should go, led by His 
Word and Spirit... Therefore we call upon all Dutch people - and in the 
first place those who believe with us in Jesus Christ as Lord of Church and 
World - now, without further hesitation or delay to insist that, in their 
name, the policy towards Indonesia may not be determined by egoism, opportun- 
ism, or satanic motives - which occur all too often also in the Dolacres of 
the Netherlands as far as this problem is concerned - but by an entirely honest 
desire for the establishment of truth, justice, and brotherly love. Only 
when this desire is anchored in the hearts of responsible Dutchmen can there 
be any reason to resume the discussions with the Government of the Republic 
of Indonesia - and then they must be resumed without delay - because only 
under such circumstances can the Republic act in political freedom, Then we 
may pray that the discussions may still lead to lasting cooperation betwo.n 
the Netherlands and Indonesia, in the interests of both." 


The above declaration has also been issued in Holland with a number 
of additional signatures from Dutch Christian leaders such as Dr Kraemer, 
Count van Randwijck, N. Stufkens, Rev. Hoekendijk. ‘E.P.S.Geneva 
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GHRMANY Statement Concerning the Political Course Taken by the 
German People 


The Fraternal Council (Bruderrat) of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(E.K,D.) published on August 8, 1947, a "Statement concerning the political 
course taken by the German People', In view of its importance we are publish- 
ing it in full, at the express wish of the Fraternal Council. 


"1. We have been given the message of the reconciliation of the world 
with God in Christ, We must listen to this Word, accept it, act upon it and 
fulfil it. We are not listening to this Word, nor accepting it, nor acting 
upon it, nor fulfilling it, wnless we are absolved from our common guilt, 
from our futhers! guilt as well as our own, and unless we follow the call of 
Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, leading us out of all the false and evil 
ways into which we, es Germans, have strayed in our political aims and actions, 


2. We went astray when we began to dream about a special German 
mission, as if the German character could heal the sickness of the world. In 
so doing we prepared the way for the unrestricted exercise of political 
power, and set our own nation on the throne of God. It was disastrous to 
lay the foundations of our State at home solely on ae strong goverment, end 
abroad solély on militury force. In so doing we have acted contrary Lo our 
vocation, which is to cooperate with other nations in our common tasks, and 
to use the gifts given to us for the benefit of all nations. 


3. We went astray when we began to set up a "Christian Front" against 
certain new developments which had become necessary in social life, The 
alliance of the Church with the forces which clung to everything ola and con- 
ventional has revenged itself heavily upon us. We have betrayed the Christ- 
ian freedom which enables us end commands us to change the forms of life, 
when such a change is necessary for men to live together. We have denicd 
the right of revolution; but we have condoned and approved the development 
of absolute dictatorship. 


4, We went astray when we thought we ought to create a political 
front of good against evil, light against darkness, justice against injustice, 
and to resort to political methods. In so doing we distorted God's free 
grace to all by forming a political, social and philosophical front, and left 


the world to justify itself. 


5. We went astray when we failed to see, that the economic material- 
ism of Marxist teaching ought to have reminded the Church of its task anc its 
promise for the life and fellowship of men. We have failed to take up tue 
cause of the poor and unprivileged as a Christian cause, in accordance with 
the message of Gods Kingdom, 


6. In recognising and confessing this, we know that we are absolved 
as followers of Christ, and that we are now free to undertake new and better 
service to the glory of God and the welfare of mankind, It is not the phrase 
‘Christianity and Western Culture’ that the German people, and particularly 
we Christians, need today. What we need is 2 return to God and to the 
service of our neighbour, through the power of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 
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7. We have borne witness, and today we do so once again: ‘Through 
Jesus Christ we experience a joyous liberation from the ungodly fetters of 
this world for free and grateful service to all whom He has created!. We 
therefore pray constantly: Do not let yourselves be overcome by despais, 
for Christ is Lord, Say good-bye to the indifference of unbelief; do not 
be led astray by dreams of a better past or by speculations about another 
war; but in freedom and all soberness realise the responsibility which rests 
upon us all to rebuild a better form of government in Germany, that shall 
work for justice and for the welfare, peace and reconciliation of the nations." 

EePed. Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Ms Petitplerre, Member of the Swiss Fedral Council, at 
the Ecumenical Institute 


On Sunday, September 7, the day cwlebrated in Geneva as a special 
"Journée Protestante!, the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey was visited by Mon- 
Sieur Max Tetitpierre, the Swiss Foreign Minister, with his wife, Madame 
Cuisan, the wife of General Guisan, Monsieur Albert Picot, head of the City 
Council of Geneve, and other well-known personalities. They were welcomed by 

astor Henriod, Madame Henriod and Mademoiselle de Dietrich. 


Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, expressed his gratitude to the Swiss federal Council for the free- 
dom cf action which it had allowed to the World Council during the war, 2nd 
for the great facilitivs which it still enjoyed. In:reply M. Petitpierre 
said: 


"] can assure Dr Visser 't Hooft that the Swiss Government will always 
endeavour to cooperate actively with the work of the World Council. The 
idea of federation is dear to all Swiss people; it is to that idea that 
Switzerland owes its birht. The World Council and the Swiss Government are 
working along parallel lines, one in the higher and the other in the lower 
Sphere. We hope that Switzerland will continue to be the meeting-place for 
men of -good will from all over the world, We hope that in these times of 
difficulty and suffering, Switzerland and Geneva will be the place where men 
overcome their failure to understand one another, and succeed in finding 
solutions together. I extend every good wish for the success and the ex- 
tension of the work which is being carried on in this beautiful setting." 

Ber es Teneva 


Buck Hill Falls Report 


The Minutes and Reports of the meeting of the Provisional Comnittee 
of the World Council of Churches in Buck Hill Falls, April 1947, form a book- 
let printed in Geneva. The 134 pages of this new publication of the World 
Council show the work accomplished and pursued in its present stage of 
existence and aiming at its final constitution to be achieved by its first 
Assembly in Amsterdam in 1948. HePeo. Geneva 
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